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Manitoba Marathon has built sustainability into how this event is planned and run for more than a decade. In 2026, that
work also formed the foundation of our submission for Gold certification from the Council for Responsible Sport
(CRS) — a designation that would make Manitoba Marathon the third Canadian marathon to hold certification. This
report summarizes what we accomplished in 2026 against our sustainability goals, organized around the CRS's five
pillars of responsible sport.

Note on approach: this report summarizes successes and shortcomings against our stated goals and the five certification pillars, rather
than providing a credit-by-credit account of every initiative — the full supporting evidence for each credit is available in our CRS
certification submission.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Waste Diversion
Manitoba Marathon diverted 91.74% of the 3,216 kg of
waste generated on race weekend — through composting,
recycling, donation, and creative reuse — surpassing our
long-standing 85% diversion goal. Programs included
TerraCycle recycling for hard-to-manage items like chip
bags, a new 2026 partnership with Soles4Souls for shoe
donations, warm-up layer donations to Diabetes Canada,
food surplus donated to a Winnipeg school breakfast
program, and t-shirt and medal recycling into building
insulation and new materials.

Water
On-course water used for participant cooling (showers and
sponge stations) totalled 1,204 gallons in 2026, an 85%
reduction from 2025's 8,444 gallons. That decline reflects
race-day weather mild enough that our medical team did
not need to activate on-course showers — not the newly
installed low-flow shower heads, which stood ready but
weren't tested under real conditions this year. We're
carrying that equipment forward, with an estimated 20%
reduction in shower flow once conditions call for it again.
Race operations also continue to run entirely on reusable,
refillable water jugs rather than single-use bottles, a
practice in place for more than a decade.
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Energy & Emissions
In 2026, Manitoba Marathon converted 8 of its 9 event power
locations from gasoline generators to solar power — funded in part
by a Green Economy Canada grant following a three-year audit of our
greenhouse gas footprint — cutting on-course generator fuel use 79%,
from 11.5 gallons in 2025 to 2.4 gallons in 2026. Our total 2026 event
footprint is estimated at 326.6 metric tons of CO2 equivalent (MT
CO2e). As with most mass-participation road races, the large majority
of that footprint — about 97% — comes from participant travel to and
from the event, which grew alongside record 2026 registration. We also
purchased 100 tonnes of third-party-verified carbon offsets through
Bullfrog Power, covering close to a third of our estimated footprint.

EMISSIONS SOURCE MT CO2E

Scope 1 – Direct Operations (fleet & on-site generators) 0.55

Scope 2 – Purchased Electricity 0.55

Scope 3 – Purchased Goods & Services 6.75

Scope 3 – Waste Generated in Operations 0.53

Scope 3 – Vendor & Staff Local Travel 0.05

Scope 3 – Attendee Travel 318.14

Total Event Footprint 326.6

Calculated using EPA and CRS ReScore emissions-factor methodology across Scope 1, 2, and 3 sources. Electricity use at event venues is engineering-
estimated, not metered.

PLANNING, PROCUREMENT & COMMUNITY

PLANNING & COMMUNICATIONS

Manitoba Marathon publicly announced its pursuit of CRS Gold Certification in a province-wide press release, and
grounded its planning in direct engagement — surveying nearly 11,500 participants, volunteers, and partners on
sustainability priorities and consulting six disability and accessibility organizations to shape venue, course, and
communications planning. For the 2026 race we were able to reach more than 22,000 participants and volunteers with our
Sustainability Newsletter.

PROCUREMENT

80% of the marathon's 2026 vendors, including the majority of race-day food and beverage suppliers, were sourced
from within 50 miles of Winnipeg. We also worked with our shirt and medal suppliers to move from individual plastic
wrapping to bulk packaging, and continued a decade-long partnership with an eco-certified host hotel for out-of-town staff.



ACCESS & EQUITY

In 2025, more than 1,100 students crossed the finish line through our
free Champions in Training school program, with about 15% of race-
day student registrants receiving complimentary entry. For 2026,
Manitoba Marathon partnered with Soles4Souls to provide new,
personally fitted shoes to 250 Indigenous and newcomer students, and
delivered its first joint cultural-competency and LGBTQ+ inclusion
training session in collaboration with three major Canadian race
organizations. The session was accessed by 50 volunteers live and by
over 9,000 volunteers on the post-event recording. Registration
remains gender-inclusive (with a non-binary awards category), and
adaptive athletes — including Paralympian Leanne Taylor — continue
to receive dedicated race-day accommodations and public recognition.

COMMUNITY LEGACY

Manitoba Marathon runners raised $58,822 for United Way Winnipeg in support of Manitobans living with intellectual
disabilities — the cause this event has run for since its founding. Our free Last Long Run community training event grew
from a planned 200 spots to 350 due to demand, drawing more than 300 runners — 59% of them running a race for the
first time. Alongside our Soles4Souls and Bras 4 Girls partnerships, we helped distribute 250 pairs of shoes and 100
sports bras to underserved youth across Manitoba. We also formalized a new Waste Pod Lending Program that offers free
waste-sorting equipment to other Manitoba road races — extending our sustainability practices community-wide.

Looking Ahead
This report reflects our progress toward CRS Gold certification and our own long-term sustainability goals. We're carrying
several 2026 initiatives — low-flow shower heads, the participant travel-offset program, and expanded solar power — into 2027
to build on this year's results. This report is published on manitobamarathon.mb.ca and shared electronically with participants,
volunteers, and partners.

Questions or feedback? Contact Kirsten Parker, Certification Lead, at kirsten@manitobamarathon.mb.ca.
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